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Flower Care 101
Tips to keep your flowers healthy

We know how much you love your flowers, and we've got taking care of them down to a
science. Learn how to select, plant and nurture gorgeous roses, annuals and perennials, as
well as how to protect them from insects and diseases. With articles, videos and guides,

Flower Care 101 is your one-stop rose and flower care resource.
COMMON FLOWER PESTS AND DISEASES:

PETALS & LEAVES
Aphids » Spider Mites » ©
Scales » Whiteflies »
Leafminers » Powdery Mildew »
Rose Slugs » Rusts »
Japanese Beetles » Foliar Fungal Diseases »
Caterpillars » Sooty Mold »
Thrips » Downy Mildew »

Petal Blight »
STEM

O

Rose Stem Canker »

Articles

Growing Hydrangeas Lance
Japanese Beetle Facts Walheim
Rose Pruning Basics

6 Secrets to Growing Roses

Planting After Danger of Frost

Best Bedding Plants:;7 Species for Gorgeous Gardens
Landscaping With Roses

6 Ways To Jump-Start Your Roses for Spring
Planting:Perennial Combinations

Signs of . Common Rose Pests

Planting:Partners for .Roses

How To Buy Bedding:Plants

Choosing the Right Rose

Ground-Cover Roses

How To Create Lasting Color In Your Garden

How To Make Beautiful Borders

Common Flower Pests and Diseases

Expert Advice From
Lance Walheim

Bayer Advanced's garden
guru shares his rose and
flower care tips.

Flower Care FAQ »
Lance's Essential Rose Care Tips »
About Lance »

Aphids

Flower Pest or

Disease

Oval-shaped and small, typically less than 1/8 inch long; range in color from bright orange
or red to dull gray, may or may not have wings. * Attack almost all types of roses and
flowers, sucking juices from shoots, buds or leaves, causing them to curl. Other signs
include misshapen blooms with streaked petals. Large infestations reduce plant growth and
vigor. * Most aphids excrete large quantities of honeydew, a sweet, sticky substance that

attracts wasps, ants and bees and can serve as a medium on which black fungus can grow.

Related: Scales, Whiteflies
¥ Products that kill or prevent this pest

NATRIA Multi-

Insect Control

Product Product

All-In-One Rose

& Flower Care

Product Product

Dual Action
Rose & Flower
Insect Killer

Product

Product

NATRIA Insect,
Disease & Mite
Control

2-in-1 Systemic
Rose & Flower Car

2-in-1 Insect Control
Plus Fertilizer Plant
Spikes

Back to top A

Videos

>

Rose Care Simplified

All-In-One Rose &
Flower Care

>

Learn How To Control
Japanese Beetles

Feed and Protect Your Flowers

All-In-One Rose & Flower Care
provides six weeks of protection
against insects and diseases in one
easy step.

Product Family

Learn more »

Rose & Flower Facts

+ University studies from both Virginia
Tech and Michigan State University
show that landscape plants, including
flowers and shrubs, can increase
home value up to nearly 13 percent.

» The rose was named the official
flower of the United States by
President Ronald Reagan in 1986.

* There are three types of roses and

35 categories, ranging from species

roses and old garden roses to hybrid
tea roses and floribunda.

* There are more than 250,000
species of flowering plants in the
world, according to the University of
Georgia's Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory.

* Flowers immediately impact
happiness and have a long-term
positive effect on moods, according
to a study by Rutgers University.

« Plants help remove pollutants from
the air. During photosynthesis, a
flower's leaves absorb carbon
dioxide and release oxygen.

« Planting flowers can help hold soil
together, reducing erosion and
flooding.

Ad(ditional sources: American Rose Society
and the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service
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Aphids

Flower Pest or

Disease

Oval-shaped and small, typically less than 1/8 inch long; range in color from bright orange
or red to dull gray, may or may not have wings. * Attack almost all types of roses and
flowers, sucking juices from shoots, buds or leaves, causing them to curl. Other signs
include misshapen blooms with streaked petals. Large infestations reduce plant growth and
vigor. * Most aphids excrete large quantities of honeydew, a sweet, sticky substance that

attracts wasps, ants and bees and can serve as a medium on which black fungus can grow.

Related: Scales, Whiteflies
¥ Products that kill or prevent this pest
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Rose & Flower Facts

+ University studies from both Virginia
Tech and Michigan State University
show that landscape plants, including
flowers and shrubs, can increase
home value up to nearly 13 percent.

» The rose was named the official
flower of the United States by
President Ronald Reagan in 1986.

* There are three types of roses and

35 categories, ranging from species

roses and old garden roses to hybrid
tea roses and floribunda.

* There are more than 250,000
species of flowering plants in the
world, according to the University of
Georgia's Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory.

* Flowers immediately impact
happiness and have a long-term
positive effect on moods, according
to a study by Rutgers University.

« Plants help remove pollutants from
the air. During photosynthesis, a
flower's leaves absorb carbon
dioxide and release oxygen.

+ Planting flowers can help hold soil
together, reducing erosion and
flooding.

Ad(ditional sources: American Rose Society
and the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service
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Scales

Divided into three groups: armored, soft and mealybugs. < Armored scales are less than 1/8
in diameter and have a waxy covering that is separate from the insect body. Soft scales are
less than 1/4 inch in diameter and have a waxy layer that is part of the insect body. Both
types suck the juices from plants. » Feeding may reduce growth and cause yellow spots to
appear on leaves prior to premature leaf drop. « Soft scales excrete honeydew, a sweet,
sticky substance that attracts wasps, ants and bees and can serve as a medium on which
black fungus can grow.

Related: , )

Existing. Message:
Have Questions?.Ask Bob.

Rose Slugs

Larvae are yellow-green and translucent, exposing a dark-green digestive track, with yellow
to orange heads. Mature larvae are 1/2 inch long. « Feed on upper and lower surfaces of
rose leaves, skeletonizing leaves. Marture larvae chew holes in leaves.

Related:

Existing Message:
Find Out More. Contact your local
Cooperative Extension Office

Japanese Beetles, Adult

Oval, 1/2 inch long; metallic green with copper-colored wings. * Feed on leaves of hundreds
of plants, including roses. Feeding results in skeletonizing of leaves, making them appear
lacelike.

Related:

Caterpillars

Larvae of moths or butterflies. « Feed on the foliage or flowers of roses, leaving oblong
holes in leaves and buds.

Root Rot

Root decay usually caused by fungi favored by overwatering, root damage, drought stress
or poor soil conditions. « Affected plants often wilt, even with ample soil moisture, and
display dieback and leaf discoloration.

Rose Stem Canker

Dead areas on rose stems that are a secondary effect of fungal diseases. « Can also result
from insect infestation or environmental or mechanical damage.
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Q: How should | care for flowering annuals and perennials?

A: Start by planting in the right exposure to light — full sun, partial shade or full shade. The
nursery labels that come with the plant will usually give you all the information you need, or
you can consult a good gardening book. Then amend the soil with plenty of organic matter,
such as compost, and work in a high-nitrogen fertilizer according to the labeled rates. Space
the plants properly (again the nursery label should help) and plant at the same depth that the
plants were at in the containers. When mixing different types of flowers, you’ll get the best
show with the taller types in back and the lower growing ones in front.

Q: How much should | prune an Incrediball hydrangea? Does it flower
on new wood or old?

A: Most hydrangeas bloom on old wood, so pruning in winter or cold weather removes

blooms. However, newer varieties, like Incrediball, bloom on new wood so they can be

pruned anytime and still bloom. Prune in winter to control size. The rest of the year, prune as
needed to remove spent blooms.

Flower Care 101
Tips to keep your flowers healthy

Existing Message:
Find Out More. Contact your local Cooperative
Extension Office
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